The recently discovered middle Eocene Banda ( . . Ma) and Kushinoyama ( . . Ma) basalts occur in the southern Okayama district, near the Seto Inland Sea, Chugoku region, southwest Japan. Middle Eocene to Oligocene igneous rocks were known only from a narrow belt along the Japan Sea in the Chugoku region; thus, this discovery shows that Paleogene igneous activity also occurred in the southern parts of the region.
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